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HISTORY OF 
ISRAEL

REDEMPTIVE HISTORY

FROM EXODUS TO THE SILENT YEARS

A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS
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The history of the nation of Israel is part of God’s eternal plan to 
redeem mankind from its fall into sin. From the time God 
pronounced judgment in the Garden of Eden, there was a 
promise of a Seed who would eventually come to reverse the 

and then on to Isaac and then to Jacob (Israel). Israel’s sons were 
the foundation of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, and through the 
line of Judah, the Seed—Messiah—was to come.
The events of the Old Testament point to the future in two 
senses. First, the Messiah was coming and would take away 

through Moses were only a temporary covering for sins and 

pointed them forward to the One who would come to take 
the penalty for their sins. Second, God would establish his 
eternal kingdom. As the Israelites lived in the Promised Land, 
they rejected God as their king and asked for a human king. 
All of the human kings fell far short of God’s standard and 
regularly led the people astray. The prophets continued to 
remind the Israelites to heed God’s words and that the King 
of kings was coming. Through cycles of judgment and resto-
ration, God pointed the people forward to when Messiah 
would come and establish his eternal kingdom.
All of history is part of God’s plan to redeem sinners through 
the Savior—Jesus Christ.

In the promise given to Abraham, God gave his descendants 
the land of Canaan to dwell in. As God established the nation of 
Israel, he set them apart for service to himself. They were to 
worship him alone and not the idols of the surrounding 
peoples. Since they worshipped the one true God alone, they 
were unique. As God demonstrated his power, the nations 
heard of his mighty deeds, and many people turned to him in 
faith—Ruth, Naaman, and Rahab are examples. As Gentiles 

and there were more people to worship God. God used his 
chosen nation to spread the message of the coming Messiah.

In Acts 2, we read of believers from around the world who 
had assembled in Jerusalem to worship God. Peter declared 
to them that the Messiah had come. Jesus, the one who was 

reconcile Israel and the Gentiles to himself (Ephesians 2–3). 
Now, it is Jesus Christ, “the light to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 49:6) 
and the “Light which gives light to every man” (John 1:9), 

Cross. Every Christian has the joy of proclaiming the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to those from every tribe, tongue, people, and 
nation to the glory of God!

Some people mistakenly think that a prophet is someone 
who only tells of future events. From a biblical perspec-
tive, this is not the case. Biblical prophets were God’s 

Prophets were used by God to anoint kings (1 Samuel 
16), call individuals to repentance (2 Samuel 12), call  

These names represent some of the judges, priests, kings, 

the date of writing. The book of Genesis covers the 2,450 years before the Exodus.

Israel to repentance (Hosea), call foreign nations to 
repentance (Jonah; Nahum), tell of future events 
(Isaiah 44), give hope and encouragement (Jeremiah 
29), work miracles (Elisha), interpret dreams (Daniel 2), 
confront false prophets (1 Kings 18), and announce 
the Messiah (Micah 5; Isaiah 53).
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 lessons from Answers Bible Curriculum.

 1491 • The Exodus

 1445 • Promised Land Divided among the 12 Tribes

 1405 • Othniel Judges Israel

 1451 • Moses Dies
• Joshua Enters the Promised Land
• Battle of Jericho

 1093 • Saul Rejected as King

 1095 • Israel Rejects God as King
 • Saul Crowned King

 1140 • Boaz Marries Ruth

 1245 • Gideon Battles the Midianites

 1285 • Deborah and Barak Defeat the Canaanites

 1012 • Solomon Builds Temple

 1015 • David Dies
 • Solomon Anointed by Nathan

 1005 • Solomon’s Temple Dedicated

 975 • Kingdom Splits

 721  • Assyrian Captivity of Israel

 713 • God Answers Hezekiah’s 
 Prayer to Protect Jerusalem

 800 • Nineveh Repents at Jonah’s Preaching

 454

 416 • Malachi Calls 
 Israel to Repent 510 • Esther Saves 

 the Jews
 562  • Jehoiachin’s Release

 588 • Jerusalem Burned
• Temple Destroyed

 599  • Jehoiachin’s Captivity

 598  • Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles

 607 • Babylonian Captivity Begins
 • Daniel Taken to Babylon

 626  • Babylon (Nabopolassar) Conquers Assyria

 520 • Haggai’s Encouragement

 536 • Zerubbabel Returns to Jerusalem
 537 • Cyrus’s Decree

• Babylonian Captivity Ends
 538 • Persia (Cyrus) Conquers Babylon

 548 • Persia (Cyrus) Conquers Media

 515 • Temple Rebuilt
• Esther Made Queen  467 • Ezra Returns

 896 • Elijah Taken to Heaven

 915 • Elijah and the Prophets of Baal

 759 • Isaiah’s Vision

 1048 • David Rules All Israel

 1035 • David’s Adultery

 1045 • The Ark Moved to Jerusalem

 1063 • David Anointed by Samuel

 1061 • David Fights Goliath

 1130 • Samuel Called by God

 1055 • Saul Killed
 • David Rules in Hebron
 • Ishbosheth Rules in the North

 1117 • The Ark Captured
 • Samson Dies

• Nehemiah Returns
• The Wall Rebuilt
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THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES
PROMISED LAND

THE UNITED KINGDOM

THE NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL

THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM OF JUDAH EXILE / CAPTIVITY / RETURN

BIBLICAL NARRATIVE
The historical narrative in the Old Testament provides 
accounts of the various leaders, prophets, kings, and 
ordinary people whom God used to bring about his plans. 
While many other historical documents from the same 
period tend to exalt the exploits of kings and diminish their 

the good that Gideon, Samson, David, and Josiah did, but 
their sins and failures are also revealed to us. Gideon openly 
doubted and tested God, but God assured him and used him 
to bring freedom to Israel. David committed adultery and 
murder, and the grave consequences for those sins are 

recorded for us. But the message of repentance and 

These same features are found in the poetic and wisdom 
literature of the Old Testament. The laments of David and 
Asaph in the psalms, and the hard lessons learned by 
Solomon’s godless living, help us to see that these people 
faced the same struggles that we do. But their laments always 
turned back to trust in God and the deliverance that would 
come through the Messiah. As we read this history, we too can 

forgiveness shines through as well as how God works through 
broken vessels.
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