A CHRONOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
by

B.J. Chapman
The purpose of this study is to help you gain an understanding of the flow and historical development of the New Testament.  The New Testament as we see it presented traditionally is arranged in sections of literary style, not in the order in which the books were written. The traditional presentation of the New Testament is as follows.  

I.  Historical Books  

These are either records of the words and acts of Jesus or as is the case of the book of acts a record of the historical development of the early church.  This Section consists of:
        

     Matthew

     Mark

     Luke

     John

     Acts 

II.  Doctrinal Books
These "epistles" are letters to local churches or individuals from apostles or other leaders of the early church written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  This section has at least two divisions.

       A. Pauline Epistles:

 
Romans

I  Corinthians

II Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians
1 Thessalonians

II Thessalonians

I  Timothy

II Timothy

Titus

Philemon
These could be further divided.  Those listed in Bold Italics are called (Prison Epistles) because they were written during Paul's 1st Roman imprisonment. Those underlined are called (Pastoral Epistles) because Paul is writing to young pastors as well as the churches delivering doctrine, instruction or encouragement.

       B. General Epistles
Hebrews (Placed next to the Pauline letters because while no one knows who wrote it many attribute it to Paul.

James

1 Peter

II Peter

I   John

II  John

III John

Jude 
You will also notice that the epistles are usually listed in the order of length with the longer ones first.

III.  Apocalyptic Literature

In the New Testament only the  last book, the Revelation fits into this category.  In this case it is probably also chronological.  The Revelation was probably the last book written before the close of the canon.

This New Testament Chronology on the other hand is a presentation of the New Testament in the order that it was written.  It uses the book of Acts as a historical backdrop. Acts was written by Luke the physician and companion of Paul around AD 62-63 while Paul was still in his first Roman imprisonment. It was written as a sequel to the book of Luke, which recorded the words and acts of Jesus during his earthly life and public ministry.  The book of Acts records the work of Christ through the Church by the Holy Spirit by the authority of the Father from about AD 30-63. 

It was during the time frame covered in the book of Acts that most of the other books in the New Testament were written.  So as you work through this material you will find yourself traveling to city after city with the apostle Paul.  And as he remains in place for a period of time, he writes letters to churches he has visited or plans to visit.  So you will look over his shoulder as he writes.  From this you should be able to gain some historical perspectives about why some of the books were written and from where they were written because you were with him only a few pages earlier when he visited that church or place.  You will remember some of the people and circumstances he encountered and which he then addresses in his letters.  

There are contained within the outline, introductions to each book and historical notes that will help you in your study.  It is important that you follow directions and not get ahead of yourself.  Therefore read the sections of Scripture as they are presented in the first column of the graph.  

I hope this study will help you with your understanding of the New Testament.  Its message will change your life.  
Chronology of the New Testament
	Read - Scripture
	Date
	Historical Perspective

	Acts Chapters 1-7
	AD 30-35
	From the founding of the Church at Pentecost to the scattering of the Church because of persecution by the Jewish leaders.

	Acts Chapters 8-12
	AD 35-45
	From the scattering of the Jerusalem Church to the beginning of Paul's first missionary journey.

	James
	Written AD 45-50
	Probably written from Jerusalem where James the half brother of Jesus was pastor.

	Introduction:  James was written to believers, particularly Jewish believers that had been scattered probably by the persecution of Herod Agrippa in Acts 12.  James is not a Theological discourse but a letter stressing practical application of biblical truth.  It may have been that James had received news of improper attitudes and actions of these believers. He wrote to correct this negative behavior and restore the testimony of these disciples of the early Church.

	Historical Note:  Acts chapters 13-28, the rest of the book, was written between AD 45-63.  It extends from the beginning of Paul's first missionary journey to the close of his first Roman imprisonment.  During Paul's first missionary journey he planted churches in the places he visited.  In subsequent missionary journeys he continued to establish churches and wrote letters of encouragement, doctrine, and discipline to he churches he had started.

	Acts 13:1-14:26
	AD 45-48
	Paul's first missionary journey.

	Acts 14:27-15:35
	AD 48-50
	Paul's two years back in Antioch. First Jerusalem Council.

	Acts 15:36-18:17
	AD 50-53
	Paul's second missionary journey.

	Galatians 
	AD 51
	Written by Paul probably from Corinth. Paul was in Corinth for 1 1/2 years.

	Introduction:  Galatians was written to counter the doctrine of false teachers known as Judaizers.  They were undermining the doctrine of justification by faith, by teaching that Gentiles must first become Jewish proselytes and submit to the Mosaic law before they could become Christians. 

	1st Thessalonians
	AD 51
	Written by Paul from Corinth.  

	Introduction: While in Athens before going to Corinth where Paul penned this letter, he sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to check on the Church there (3:2).  Timothy brought back a good report and also some questions from them - 4:13; 5:1.  Paul wrote I Thessalonians to answer these questions and also to encourage this church facing sever persecution.  

	2nd Thessalonians
	AD 51
	Written by Paul from Corinth.  

	Introduction: 2nd Thessalonians was written only a few months after the first letter.  In the first letter Paul answered questions that had been delivered to him by Timothy.  Evidently someone else had gotten wind of the questions, especially about eschatology (last things - prophetic events), had written to the Thessalonians using Paul's name and given them false and misleading information - (2:2-3).  So Paul wrote to counter the misinformation that they had received.

	Acts 18:18-22
	
	Second missionary journey continued

	Following Sections
	AD 54-58
	Paul's third missionary journey.

	Acts 18:23-19:22
	AD 54-56
	

	1st Corinthians
	AD 56
	Written by Paul from Ephesus.

	Introduction:  Paul had recently (Possibly as much as two years earlier) visited Corinth (Acts 18) And established a Church there.  (As seen earlier he wrote the 2 letters to the Thessalonians while he was there.)  The Corinthians has been abusive from the beginning.  Paul Wrote 1st Corinthians for 2 reasons.  First to deal with problems in the Church.  The most serious problem was worldliness and unwillingness to divorce themselves from the culture around them.  They were carnal and immature and had broken into several factions.  The second reason for this epistle was to answer questions that had been brought to Paul by a delegation from Corinth (7:1).  

	Acts 19:23-41
	
	Paul in Ephesus for 2 years.

	2nd Corinthians
	AD 57
	Written by Paul from Ephesus.

	Introduction: Paul wrote 2nd Corinthians evidently because more questions were forthcoming form the Church.  Timothy had returned from Corinth (1:1) and had probably brought with him a letter or a list of questions.  Paul also wrote this epistle to defend his apostleship.  Certain false teachers had persuaded many of the Corinthians believers to turn from following Paul. 
  

	Acts 20:1-2
	
	

	Romans
	AD 57-58
	Written by Paul from Greece

	Introduction:  Romans, unlike many of Paul's other letters, was not written to correct or rebuke but to deepen the theological understanding of an already doctrinally sound church.  The Church in Rome was Probably founded by some who were converted at the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10).  Paul had wanted to visit Rome but had been providentially hindered (1:13).  Paul's purpose in writing was to inform them of his plans to visit them and to provide further teaching to these believers who had never received apostolic instruction.

	Acts 20:3-21:16
	
	The return trip (eventually) back to Jerusalem.

	Acts 21:17-23:35
	AD 58
	Paul's arrest a Jerusalem and transfer to Caesarea.

	Acts chapters 24-26
	AD 58-60
	Paul's two-year imprisonment at Caesarea.

	Luke 
	AD 60
	

	Introduction:  Luke was probably written from Caesarea during Paul's 2 year imprisonment there AD 58-60.  Luke was there with Paul.  (Notice the "we" passages such as Acts 27:1.  It could however have been written as much as 3 years later as Luke was also with Paul during his 1st Roman imprisonment.  Acts concludes immediately after that so it is possible that it was written about AD 63.   

Luke was written specifically to Theophilus (1:3) a Gentile and close friend and probably a new convert.  It is written generally with gentiles in mind and especially to Greeks.  It pictures Christ as the Perfect man - the Greeks ideal person.  

Luke was the only Gentile author of Scripture (Gal. 4:14).

	Matthew
	AD 60
	

	Introduction: Matthew was written by the tax collector of Capernaum.  Matthew recorded his call in chapter 9.  It was written between AD 60-70.  Though it may have been written from Galilee there is not a lot of evidence to support that position and we really don't know where it was written.  It was written to a Jewish audience and it's theme is Christ the King.

	Acts 27:1-28:15
	AD 60-61
	Paul's journey to Rome.

	Acts 28:16-31
	AD 61-63
	Paul's first Roman imprisonment.  Conclusion events recorded in the book of Acts.

	Ephesians
	AD 61-63
	Written by Paul during this imprisonment

	Introduction: Ephesians was written in AD 62 during Paul's first Roman imprisonment.  It was not written to correct error in doctrine or conduct.  Paul was sending Tychicus to Colosse with a letter of warning.  So since Tychicus would be passing by Ephesus Paul decided to take the opportunity to write the believers there.  The epistle is written to build them up in their faith.  There were to purposes.   1. So that they may better please the Lord.  2. So that they may better resist the Gnostic heresy that had arisen in Colosse and other churches of Asia.

	Philippians
	AD 61-63
	Written by Paul during this imprisonment.

	Introduction: The founding of the church at Philippi (AD 52) is recorded in Acts 16:9-40 while Paul was on his 2nd missionary journey.    When Paul and Barnabas were forced to leave Philippi, Luke and apparently Timothy were left to care for the infant church.  Paul visited the church 2 more times in the next few years.  There is no record of any contact after AD 58 but the Philippians evidently heard of Paul's imprisonment in Rome and sent one of its members, Epaphroditus, to minister to Paul and take him a love gift.  

The Letter to the church at Philippi was not written to correct some doctrinal or moral error in the Church except that there seems to have been some disagreements between two female members of the church.  It is simply a love letter to his friends.  Paul just took the opportunity to write since Epaphroditus was returning home.  There are however several practical and theological issues addressed under the inspiration of the Spirit in this book that make an extremely important and profitable book for us as well.

	Colossians
	AD 61-63
	Written by Paul during this imprisonment.

	Introduction: Colossians like Ephesians and Philippians was written by the apostle Paul during his 1st Roman imprisonment in a rented house AD 61-63, Acts 28:16-31.  Unlike Philippians, Colossians was written to correct a problem.  It was written to refute the heresy of Gnosticism that had arisen in the church.  It seems that Epaphras (1:7) who may have been the pastor went to Rome to seek counsel from Paul about this heresy and Paul wrote this letter in response.  

	Philemon.
	AD 61-63
	Written by Paul during this imprisonment.

	Introduction: Philemon was a convert of the apostle Paul, a resident of the city of Colosse, a wealthy man, and a member of and host to the church at Colosse (1:2).  Paul wrote Philemon during his 1st Roman imprisonment AD 61-63.  Onesimus who is the subject of the book was a slave who belonged to Philemon and had run away from his master and fled to Rome.  In some unknown way Onesimus had come into contact with Paul who led him to faith in Christ.  Paul knew that he had to send Onesimus back to Philemon because it was required by Roman law.  So Paul sent this letter to Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus not as a slave but as a brother in Christ.  In other words - to set him free.  This little epistle of just 25 verses paved the way for the eventual abolition of slavery in the Christian world.

	
	AD 63-65
	Paul's period of release.  Information about Paul's life from this point on is gleaned primarily from his epistles written during this and following periods. 

	1st Timothy
	AD 63
	Written by Paul from Macedonia.

	Introduction: TIMOTHY (Tihm' oh thee) Personal name meaning, "honoring God." Friend and trusted coworker of Paul. When Timothy was a child, his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois taught him the Scriptures (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15). A native of Lystra, he may have been converted on Paul's first missionary journey (Acts 14:6‑23). Paul referred to Timothy as his child in the faith (1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2). This probably means that Paul was instrumental in Timothy's conversion. When Paul came to Lystra on his second journey, Timothy was a disciple who was well‑respected by the believers (Acts 16:1‑2). Paul asked Timothy to accompany him. Timothy's father was a Greek, and Timothy had not been circumcised. Because they would be ministering to many Jews and because Timothy's mother was Jewish, Paul had Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:3). 

Timothy not only accompanied Paul but also was sent on many crucial missions by Paul (Acts 17:14‑15; 18:5; 19:22; 20:4; Rom. 16:21; 1 Cor. 16:10; 2 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thess. 3:2,6). For example, when Paul was unable to go to Corinth, he sent Timothy to represent Paul and his teachings (1 Cor. 4:17). Later when Paul was in prison, he sent Timothy to Philippi (Phil. 2:19). Paul felt that no one had any more compassion and commitment than Timothy (Phil. 2:20‑22). 

So close were Paul and Timothy that both names are listed as the authors of six of Paul's letters (2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; Philem. 1). In addition, Paul wrote two letters to Timothy (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2). As Paul's ministry neared the end, he challenged Timothy to remain true to his calling (1 Tim. 1:18). As Paul faced death, he asked Timothy to come to be with him (2 Tim. 4:9). At some point in his life, Timothy was imprisoned; but he was released (Heb. 13:23). 

Robert J. Dean  (Holman Bible Dictionary)
During Paul's period of release from his 1st Roman imprisonment AD 63-65, after the conclusion of the book of Acts, Paul wrote to Timothy.  When Paul left Ephesus it was a church under siege by heretical teachers.  Paul had dealt with some of them (1:19-20).  However there was still much to be done and so Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to deal with these false teachers, not only in Ephesus but all of the churches in the area.  Timothy was not necessarily the pastor of a church but seems to have been left in charge of several churches.  He was not given an office.  He was not a Monarchial Bishop.  This was a special apostolic appointment for a special situation.  And it was probably intended to be temporary until Paul could return.  However when detained in Macedonia, Paul wrote Timothy this letter. It has a threefold Purpose.  1. To give Timothy apostolic authority to deal with the heresies and to instruct Timothy in how to deal with them.  2.  To instruct Timothy how to choose church leaders.  3. To encourage Timothy in a difficult situation.  

	1st Peter
	AD 63
	Written by Peter from Rome.

	Introduction: 1st Peter is addressed to a group of churches through which it was to be circulated (1:1).  These were churches that were probably founded as an extension of the ministry of the apostle Paul by his associates during Paul's 3-year stay in Ephesus.  They were largely gentile congregations.  The letter was written in AD 63-64 during Paul's period of release from his 1st Roman imprisonment after the conclusion of the book of Acts.  It was written from "Babylon" (5:13), probably a code word for Rome.  In AD 64 Nero the Roman Emperor declared Christianity and illegal religion and began a general persecution of Christians in and around Rome.  Then the persecution spread to outlying provinces where these churches were located.  So Peter wrote the letter to encourage these suffering believers.  I Peter deals with the problem of suffering in the Christian life and it is made up almost wholly of exhortations.  This is consistent with the character and temperament of Peter.  Peter is an encourager while Paul is a theologian.  Peter is emotional while Paul is logical.  

	Titus
	AD 63
	Written by Paul

	Introduction: During Paul's Period of release from his first Roman imprisonment and after the conclusion of the book of Acts he visited Ephesus, Colosse, Macedonia, Crete, Greece and Nicopolis - AD 63-65.  Titus was written by Paul during this time probably from Greece to Titus, who he had left in Crete to organize and supervise the new churches there.  

TITUS (Ti' tuhs) Gentile companion of Paul (Gal. 2:3) and recipient of the New Testament letter bearing his name. 

Titus may have been converted by Paul who called him "my true son in our common faith" (Titus 1:4 NIV). As one of Paul's early associates, Titus accompanied the apostle and Barnabas to Jerusalem (Gal. 2:1), probably on the famine relief visit (Acts 11:28‑30). 

Though Acts does not mention Titus, he was quite involved in Paul's missionary activities as shown in the Pauline letters. He was evidently known to the Galatians (Gal. 2:1,3), possibly from the first missionary journey to that region. Titus also seems to have been a very capable person, called by Paul "my partner and fellow worker" (2 Cor. 8:23 NIV). He was entrusted with the delicate task of delivering Paul's severe letter (2 Cor. 2:1‑4) to Corinth and correcting problems within the church there (2 Cor. 7:13‑15). Titus' genuine concern for and evenhanded dealing with the Corinthians (2 Cor. 8:16‑17; 12:18) no doubt contributed to his success which he reported in person to Paul, anxiously awaiting word in Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:13; 7:5‑6,13‑15). Paul responded by writing 2 Corinthians which Titus probably delivered (2 Cor. 8:6,16‑18,23). 

Paul apparently was released after his first Roman imprisonment and made additional journeys, unrecorded in Acts. One of these took him and Titus to Crete, where Titus remained behind to oversee and administer the church (Titus 1:5). It was to Crete that Paul wrote his letter, asking Titus to join him in Nicopolis on the west coast of Greece (Titus 3:12). Following Paul's subsequent reimprisonment, Titus was sent to Dalmatia (2 Tim. 4:10).   Daniel C. Browning, Jr.  (Holman Bible Dictionary)
Titus was in a difficult place.  Crete was rough.  The people were mean and lazy - (1:12).  Paul told Titus that two things were necessary.  First was consistent preaching of the uncompromised Word of God.  Second was a stern warning and rebuke of their sinful lifestyle.  The primary message is to teach them righteous lives.  He is told that preaching the truth of God's word will lead to godliness and that he is to teach the both by preaching and example.  He is to teach them to "do good".  That phrase is used at least 7 times in these three short chapters.

	
	AD 63
	(It was at this point historically that Luke wrote the book of Acts.)

	
	AD 65
	Paul's second Roman imprisonment. 

	Historical Note: In AD 64 Rome burned and the Emperor Nero blamed Christians.  In October of that year he declared Christianity to be an illegal religion.  Subsequently the apostle Paul was arrested as a ringleader of the "sect" and taken to Rome and imprisoned.

	2nd Timothy
	AD 66
	The last letter written by Paul.  Written from prison before his execution.

	Introduction:  2nd Timothy was Paul's last letter written in the fall of AD 66 from his Roman prison.  It was written to encourage Timothy and to prepare him for Paul's impending death.  According to tradition Paul's second trial resulted in his execution by beheading outside Rome in the spring of AD 67.

	2nd Peter
	AD 66
	Written by Peter

	Introduction: The Place of writing and the destination of this letter are unknown although it may have been written to the same churches as 1st Peter (3:1).  It was written primarily to combat the heresy of Gnosticism.   

	
	AD 67
	Paul beheaded by Nero.

	Jude
	AD 68
	Written by Jude the brother of James and half brother of Jesus.

	Introduction: Jude was written probably around AD 68.  Some however would date it later, around the late AD 70's.  Jude Exhorts his readers to return to the teaching delivered to them by the apostles.  They were being led astray by the same Gnostic false prophets prophesied by Peter in 2nd Peter.

	Mark
	AD 68
	It is possible that Mark was written before AD 60 and before Matthew and Luke.

	Introduction: The book of Mark was written sometime between AD 60 and 70 probably from Rome.  The author, Mark, was a nephew or cousin of Barnabas and may have been converted under the preaching ministry of Peter.  Mark became the amanuensis (secretary) of Peter.  The book of Mark is probably a record of the preaching of Peter and so was a record of the eyewitness account of Jesus' words and acts.  It was most likely written at the request of the Roman Church that they might have a permanent record of the preaching of Peter.

	Hebrews
	AD 68-69
	Author Unknown

	Introduction:  Hebrews was probably written just prior to the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple by Titus the Roman General in AD 70.   It shows the supremacy of the gospel over the law and how that the ceremony of the Old Testament was simply a shadow that was fulfilled in Christ.  It was written to warn Jewish Christians not to fall to the temptation or returning to Judaism. 

	John
	AD 90
	Written by the Apostle John from Ephesus to seven churches in Asia Minor over which John had become apostolic overseer after the death of Paul in AD 67.

	Introduction: The apostle John wrote the “Gospel of John” from Ephesus around AD 90.  Ephesus became John's headquarters in the late AD 60's or early 70's from which he oversaw the churches that had been planted by Paul and others.  This book was written to these churches of Asia Minor (Modern Turkey) for several reasons.  (1) To supplement the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke).  (2) To refute the errors of Gnosticism.  (3) To correct erroneous views held about John the Baptist. For years following the death of John the Baptist he still had followers who did not understand the preparatory nature of his ministry - cf Acts 19:1-7.  Early in this book the author points out eh subordinate nature of John the Baptist and his ministry to Jesus and his ministry.

	1st, 2nd, and 3rd John
	AD 90-95
	Written by the Apostle John from Ephesus.

	Introduction: 1st John was written from Ephesus by the apostle John, probably during the AD 80's.  It was written to refute the errors of Gnosticism a heresy that had already invaded the church and that we have already addressed. 

	Introduction:  2nd John was also written from Ephesus by the apostle John during the AD 80's and also exhorts it's readers not to be led astray by Gnosticism.  

	Introduction:  3rd John may have been written on the same day as 2nd John.  It was written to a man named Gaius to encourage him to show hospitality to the missionaries being sent out by John.  These missionaries would not otherwise be received by the local church of which Gaius was a member because of Diotrephese a Gnostic teacher that had infiltrated the church.  3rd John is addressed to Gaius.  2nd John is addressed to the Church to which Gaius was a member - 3rd John :9.  Could this be the Corinthian Church? - I Cor. 1:14.  Also see Acts 19:29; 20:4; and Romans 16:23.  

	Revelation
	AD 96
	Written by the Apostle John while banished to the isle of Patmos.

	Introduction:  The book of Revelation (singular) not Revelations (plural) is the only prophetic book in the New Testament.  It was written by the apostle John around AD 96.  John was by this time an old man but was still actively preaching the gospel in Ephesus and the surrounding area.  As a result the Roman government had banished John to a small island called Patmos in the Aegean Sea southwest of Ephesus.  While there John received a series of revelations (visions) which he wrote down and thus constructed this text of Scripture.  The key verse in the Revelation is chapter 1 and verse 19.  This verse provides the outline for the entire book.  John is told to write, "what you have seen", which is a reference to chapter 1, and the vision of the glorified Christ.  Then he is told to write "what is now", a reference to chapters 2 and 3.  These chapters speak of the Church Age - from John's time through the present and to the coming of Christ.  Finally he was commanded to write "what will take place later".  This is chapters 4 through the remainder of the book.  All of this material deals with a period of time that is yet future.  Revelation is a remarkable book because it promises a special blessing to those who read it, hear it, and obey it - 1:3: 22:7.


